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Blood’j  PtrvoJ  Poit  April  Ifc, 


(From  TIL:  DAILY  NEWS',  H^LmD  LPHIA,  TUESDAY,  APRIL  16,  ic-  9.) 

enti  E  HO’tS 


1 


Fa.iliar  Chats  About  Persona  and  Things  in  and  out  of  Philadelphia. 

T  have  received,  at  different  times,  let*era  of  inquiry  about  the  history 
of  Blood  ’  a  Penny  Post,  which  was  one  of  the  best  known  institutions  in  PhilafjeLr  ^ 
uhia  thirty  years  ago.  Up  to  a  very  recent  date  I  had  not  "been  m  a  t03itid;i  tx£3 
the  facts  desired  by  my  correspox. dents,  but  today  I  can  do  so,  thanks  to  the"'' 
courtesy  of  Mr.  Elbert  Kocherspergor ,  of  the  Philadelphia  National  Bank.  Mr. 
Kochersperger  entered  the  office  of  Blood”s  Penny  Post  soon  after  it  started, 
in  1646,  and  continued  with  it  as  clerk  and  then  proprietor,  until  it  was  closed 
by  act  of  Congress.  In  a  talk  with  him  I  learned  all  about  the  rise  and  fall 
of 'this  enterprise,  one  of  the  most  remarkable  ever  conducted  in  Philadelphia. 


In  1845  Daniel  0.  Blood  was  head  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Ledger,  where 
his  half-brother,  Fillia .  M.  Swain,  was  one  of  the  proprietors.  He  had  an  idea 
of  starting  a  local  letter  delivery,  and  a  year  later  carried  his  plan  into 
effect,  establishing  an  offioe  at  48  South  Third  Street,  At  first  only  four 
boys  were  employed  to  collect  and  deliver  the  letters,  which  were  deposited  in 
mail  boxes  in  drug  stores.  The  first  stamp  issued  was  a  large  square  one, 
representing  a  postman  stepping  over  the  roof’s  of  houses,  and  this  was  continued 
for  years.  Mr.  Elood  advertised  liberally  and  began  to  gather  patrons.  Two 
cents  was  charged  at  this  time  for  the  delivery  of  ail  letters.  Although  Elbert 
Kocherspergor  was  a  boy  at  this  time  he  was  given  responsible  duties  ir.  the 
office  and  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  actual  collection  or  delivery  of  letters. 
Some  six  or  eight  different  kinds  of  stamps  were  used  during  the  career  of  the 
firm,  many  of  which  are  now  highly  prised  by  collectors  on  account  of  their 
rarity . 


The  new  letter  delivery  came  into  direct  competition  with  the  government, 
but  there  was  then  no  law  to  prevent  it  so  far  as  the  old  city  (this  was  before 
the  passage  of  the  Coxisolidation  Act)  was  concerned.  The  districts  of  Spriiig 
Garden  and  Kensington  had  each  then  a  United  States  Postoffice,  having  r.o  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Philadelphia  office.  As  it  was  not  lawful  for  private  con¬ 
cerns  to  carry  a  letter  between  one  postal  district  and  another.  Blood's  Penny 
Post  was  shut  out  of  these  districts  for  years.  ‘’When  the  s.all  offices  were 
abolished,”  said  Mr.  Kochersperger  to  me  as  we  talked  in  the  Philadelphia  Nat¬ 
ional  Bank,  ”and  their  districts  were  included  in  the  Philadelphia  office,  we 
had  the  system  extended  over  both  districts  in  a  few  days.” 


"After  the  death  of  Mr.  Blood,  the  business  was  purchased  from  the  helr3  on 
October  31,  1855,  by  my  brother  Charles  Kochersperger.  He  advertised  boldly  and 
the  business  grew  to  great  r roportions-for  those  days.  We  handled  6,000  to 
8,000  letters  daily,  as  many  as  the  government  handled  in  the  old  city  proper 
at  that  time.  Long  before  this  we  had  hired  r.en,  instead  of  boys,  as  carriers. 
There  were  five  daily  collections  and  deliveres  in  the  busiest  business  sections. 

The  druggists  in  whose  stores  our  boxes  wore  placed  sold  our  stamps  on  commis¬ 
sion  and  made  quite  handsome  profits.  We  had  no  uniforms  for  our  carriers, 
but  neither  had  the  government •  There  was  a  book  in  which  every  complaint  was 
noted  with  the  final "result.  Sometimes  the  dissatisfied  persons  never  called 
again  and  we  were  justified  in  believing  that  their  complaints  were  unfounded. 
Others  returned  to  apologize  for  having  complained  through  mistakes.  When 
complaint  was  speedily  made  the  carrier  eight  remember  the  delivery  of  the 
letter,  and  prove  it  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  customer  by  describing  the 
recipient. 
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"T  had  carte-blanche  about  advertising,  aid  very  soon  after  I  enter  the 
business  wrote  every  advertisement,  continuing  this  for  years.  There  wa3  not 
so  much  variety  then  in  advertising,  and  I  tried  to  iiake  ours  original.  I 

remember  a  local  paper  once  had  an  editorial  on  advertising,  ard  copied  verba¬ 
tim  several  of  mine  as  samples  of  a  new  departure.  At  that  ti..e,  too,  as  al¬ 
ways  afterward,  every  letter  was  'stamped  with  the  hour  of  reception  and  deliv¬ 
ery,  and  a  weekly  list  of  the  undelivered  wa3  advertised,  a  charge  of  o  e  ce  t 
being  ;ade  when  letters  advertised  were  clai.ed,  We  did  not  advertise  pam¬ 
phlets  or  circulars. 


"A  large  business  was  done  in  the  delivery  of  papers  and  .  agazines  coming 
by  express  from  points  outside  the  city,  and  in  this  case  we  were  furnished 
with  a  list  of  subscribers.  Soon  after  we  began  this  branch  of  the  business, 
the  office  was  re;,  oved  to  the  old  Shakespeare  building  at  Sixth  and  Chestnut 
Streets,  and  remained  there  until  it  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Then  the  office 
was  opened  in  the  "Arcade”  on  Chestnut  Street  between  Sixth  and  Seventh,  and 
remained  there  four  years.  From  that  location  we  moved  to  28  South  Fifth 
Street  where  thirty-two  carriers  were  employed  and  where  we  remained  from  1856 
to  1863,  when  we  were  closed  out  by  the  government.  At  the  last  office  a  large 
case  of  assorting  boxes,  all  numbers,  faced  the  window  part,  and  about  5C0  of 
these  boxes  wore  rented  at  $1  per  year.  Most  of  the  answers  to  advertise  er.t 
were  directed  care  of  Blood's.  While  we  were  in  the  old  Shakespeare  building 
it  was  occupied  by  Dr.  J.  W.  Schenck,  the  'Penny  Post'  having  the  Carpenter 
Street  (now  Jayne  Street)  end. 


"There  were  any  improvements  used  in  the  'Blood'  service  which  have  since 
been  adopted  by  the  Postal  Depart. eut,  but  were  not  employed  by  the  United 
States  for  years  after  we  discarded  them.  We  had  wagons  to  take  the  carriers 
to  distant  points  long  before  the  government  had,  each  wago;;  holding  five  car¬ 
riers  and  a  driver.  We  employed  a  corps  of  carriers  for  special  delivery  and 
had  enough  to  be  always  ready  to  send  a  special  .essenger,  at  a  charge  of  five 
or  ten  cents,  according  to  distance.  We  ser.t  anywhere  by  wagon  at  special 
rates.  This  department  was  very  popular  and  in  constant  use.  Its  usefulness 

can  be  better  understood  now,  when  it  is  re  embered  that  in  those  days  there 
was  no  'telephone'  'local  telegraph'  or  'district  messenger  system.' 

"But  the  success  of  Blood's  Penny  Post,  and  other  services  like  it  in  g reat 
cities  all  over  the  country,  at  last  aroused  the  jealousy  of  the  government,  and 
in  1860  Postmaster  General  Hall  determined  to  wipe  out  all  private  parties 
engaged  in  carrying  letters.  A  suit  was  begun  against  the  companies  by  the 
government  but  failed.  Then  Congress  was  asked  to  pass  a  law  declaring  the 
streets  of  all  towns  and  cities  post  roads,  which  would  make  our  business  il¬ 
legal,  Congress  quickly  passed  the  bill.  Then,  in  the  winter  of  1862,  the 
government  began  a  test  case  against  Blood's  Penny  Post.  I  had  bought  out  y 
brother '3  interest  some  time  before,  but  was  sick  when  the  case  camo  to  trial. 
Henry  M,  Phillips  was  our  counsel,  and  the  case  went  agair  st  us,  Blood'S  Penny 
Post  made  its  last  delivery  on  the  morning  of  January  11,  1862.  My  loss  was 
heavy,  as  T  had  but  recently  become  proprietor  of  the  business. 


There  was  a  bitter  popular  feeling  against  the  government  when  it  closed  out 
the  city  dispatch  companies. 
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